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Eligibility
In order to be eligible to represent the UK at the ITSF World Championships players must:
● satisfy any ITSF nationality/residence requirements.

● hold a BFA Class A licence.

ITSF Qualification Rules
The ITSF has published a document detailing the qualification process for the next ITSF World
Championships and that document can be found here…
https://www.tablesoccer.org/page/world-championships-qualifications?fbclid=IwAR0HL_ytZ-k6-GAb
LlwHVAtA0KUilVEwmbjt7wEoPcUy6Jw8OugflwP4DQw

The ITSF document provides information on how to qualify via:

● ITSF Rankings
● ITSF Qualifying Events
● ITSF World Championships
● ITSF World Series events
● ITSF Qualifying events (selected events)

● National federations (in our case the British Foosball Association (BFA))

In addition to qualification via the ITSF Rankings and ITSF Qualifying Events the UK has four qualifying
spots for each category at the ITSF World Championship.

The next ITSF World Championship will be held in 2025.

The calendar years 2022, 2023 and 2024 are qualifying seasons.

UK Qualification Routes
As mentioned, in addition to qualifying via the ITSF rankings and ITSF qualifying events, the UK has
four other qualifying spots for each category. These qualification spots will be gained, in each
category, as follows:

● UK rankings will deliver one qualifying spot,
● 2023 UK Legends tournament will deliver one qualifying spot,
● 2024 UK Championship will deliver two qualifying spots.

Qualification via UK rankings

The ITSF ranking criteria runs through to the end of 2024. The BFA will align with this.

The highest-ranked UK player is determined by the best 15 points finishes in the BFA rankings across
the 3 qualifying years.

This will include points awarded for performances in the ITSF World Championships and UK
Championships.

https://www.tablesoccer.org/page/world-championships-qualifications?fbclid=IwAR0HL_ytZ-k6-GAbLlwHVAtA0KUilVEwmbjt7wEoPcUy6Jw8OugflwP4DQw
https://www.tablesoccer.org/page/world-championships-qualifications?fbclid=IwAR0HL_ytZ-k6-GAbLlwHVAtA0KUilVEwmbjt7wEoPcUy6Jw8OugflwP4DQw


If two or more players have the same 15 best results then the player with the best 14 best results will
be selected. If these are still the same then the best 13 results will be used and so on. If all of their
best 15 finishes are the same then a coin toss or similar (e.g. names drawn from a hat) will be used to
select one person.

The highest-ranked player in the UK rankings in each category across the three qualifying years
qualifies for the ITSF World Championship.

Doubles teams that have qualified through an ITSF qualifying event do not have to stick together and

can try to qualify with other partners instead. So, members of those teams will also be considered

for the highest-ranking spot.

In doubles, if the highest-ranked player decides to stick with a team that they were part of with a

higher precedence then the next highest-ranked player will be able to invite someone to be their

partner and so on.

In doubles, the highest-ranked player can invite any other eligible player to be their partner. 

Qualification via UK qualification tournaments

There will be 2 UK tournaments that provide qualifying places for the ITSF World Championships.
These tournaments will be:
● UK Legends held towards the end of 2023.
● UK Championships held towards the end of 2024.

At these tournaments all singles players and doubles teams finishing in 5th place will have a play-off
to distinguish between 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th places. This will be single elimination and seeded according
to their finishing position in the qualification rounds.

2023 UK Legends

At the end of Season 2023 the UK Legends will be held. This is a new tournament, to be held once
every two years, designed to bring the community together to celebrate UK foosball and
commemorate those who have significantly contributed to the sport; true, UK Legends.

There is no qualification process for the UK Legends; it is open to all.

The winner of each category at the UK Legends will qualify for the ITSF World Championship.

2024 UK Championship

At the end of Season 2024 the UK Championship will be held. The top two finishing players/teams in
each category will qualify for the ITSF World Championship. There is a separate document on how to
qualify for the UK Championships.

Singles
If a person qualifies via more than one method then the qualification higher up the list takes
precedence.

# Event/Method/Route Qualification Criteria
1 ● ITSF World Championships

● ITSF World Championship Series

●Other ITSF qualifying events

As per ITSF qualification rules.



2 ● ITSF Rankings As per ITSF qualification rules.

3 ●UK Rankings 1 place available to the highest ranked player who
has not qualified via a method higher up this list.

4 ●UK Legends 2023 1 place available to the highest finishing player who
has not qualified via a method higher up this list.

5 ●UK Championships 2024 2 places available to the top finishers who have not
qualified via a method higher up this list.

Doubles (Standard, Classic and Mixed)
If a team qualifies via more than one method then the qualification higher up the list takes
precedence.

Doubles teams that have qualified through an ITSF qualifying event do not have to stick together and

can try to qualify with other partners instead. So, members of those teams will also be considered

for the highest-ranking spot.

A doubles team, or a member of a team, will only be considered for qualification if both members of
the team are eligible to represent the UK. So, for example, if a UK eligible player teams up with
someone who is not eligible to represent the UK (at the time of the tournament) then that UK
eligible player will not qualify for the ITSF World Championships via that event (they might still
qualify via another event).

People who have qualified via either the ITSF Rankings or the BFA Rankings can invite any other

eligible player to be their partner at the ITSF World Championships. This might result in breaking up

a team that has qualified via the UK Legends or UK Championships.

A member of a doubles team that qualified via the UK Legends or UK Championships might find
themselves without a partner. For example, their partner might:
● have qualified with another partner via an ITSF qualifying tournament.
● have qualified via the ITSF rankings and invited someone else to be their partner.
● have qualified via the UK rankings and invited someone else to be their partner.
● not be able to attend the ITSF World Championships.

In these circumstances the player can invite someone else to be their partner. If they are unable to
obtain another partner in reasonable time then the spot will be offered to the next in line.

If both members of a team are now part of another team and/or do not wish to take part in the ITSF
World Championships then the spot will be offered to the next in line.

# Event/Method/Route Qualification Criteria
1 ● ITSF World Championships

● ITSF World Championship Series

●Other ITSF qualifying events

As per ITSF qualification rules.

2 ● ITSF Rankings As per ITSF qualification rules.



They can invite another eligible player in the top 100
of the ITSF Rankings (for the corresponding year) to
be their partner.

3 ●UK Rankings 1 place available to the highest ranked player.

They can invite another eligible player to be their
partner.

If the resulting team is the same as a team formed by
a method higher up this list, then the next
highest-ranked player will be able to invite someone
to be their partner and so on.

4 ●UK Legends 2023 1 place available to the highest finishing team which
has not qualified via a method higher up this list.

If one player in the team has qualified via a method
higher up this list then the other player can invite
another eligible player to be their partner.

5 ●UK Championships 2024 2 places available to the highest finishing teams
which have not qualified via a method higher up this
list.

If one player in a team has qualified via a method
higher up this list then the other player can invite
another eligible player to be their partner.

Qualified for more than one category
If a player or team has qualified for the same event in more than 1 category (e.g. Men’s Singles and
Senior Singles) then they will need to choose which one they are going to enter at the ITSF World
Championships.

Attendance Deadline
All qualified players will be asked to confirm their attendance at an appropriate time before the ITSF

World Championship in order to identify dropouts as early as possible.

The BFA reserves the right to assign last minute dropout spots to available eligible players if there is

not adequate time to follow the process. For example, if a player has to drop out after the

tournament begins, and the only realistic replacement is someone who has travelled for another

category or as part of the World Cup squad.



Doubles Examples
The ITSF has decided that players can qualify for doubles via the ITSF Rankings and the BFA has

decided to follow this lead.

This involves individuals qualifying for a doubles event and so that means those individuals can invite

other eligible players to be their partner.

If they invite (and the invitation is accepted) a player who is part of a qualified doubles team then the

remaining member of that team can now invite another partner.

In some circumstances this might it unclear as to who has qualified. The intention of these examples

is to provide clarification.

Example1

UK Legends

1. A&B

2. C&D

3. E&F

UK Championships

1. A&C

2. B&D

3. G&H

Example 1.1

A is invited to be the doubles partner of someone who qualified via the ITSF rankings and A accepts

this invitation.

B is now a solo qualifier via the UK Legends and is also a qualifier with D via the UK Championships.

Say B and D decide to play with each other then is this via the UK Championships (because they

qualified as a team) or via the UK Legends (because B, as a now solo qualifier can invite someone to

be their partner)?

According to the order of precedence the UK Legends takes precedence over the UK Championships.

So since B qualified via the UK Legends and B can invite D in that capacity then the team is deemed

to qualify via the UK Legends.

This leaves C able to invite someone to be their partner (by virtue of winning the UK Championships)

and G&H also qualifying (either as a team or one teaming up with C (if invited) and the other inviting

someone to be their partner).

Example 1.2

Say A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H have not qualified via an ITSF qualifying tournament, nor via the rankings

and have not been invited to team up with someone who has qualified via the rankings.

A has qualified via both the UK Legends as well as the UK Championships. Say A&C decide to team

up.



Now, although in order of precedence the UK Legends is above the UK Championships that is for a

team. Since A&B is a different team to A&C then A could team up with either B or C.

So, if A&C team up then B can invite someone to be their partner (via their UK Legends win). If B&D

choose to team up then G&H will also qualify. If B teams up with either G or H then that will be

because of B’s success in the UK Legends and so the remaining member of G&H can invite someone

to be their partner.


